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Guest speaker:  Prof. S.M. Bhatt, CEO, Punjab Hydroponics 

 Faculty of Agricultural Sciences organized one week FDP cum Training Program on 

“Entrepreneurship Expansion in Commercial Hydroponics” from 3rd -9th June 2023. The 

Training and Workshop Programme aims to disseminate information on vertical farming for 

vegetables, fruits, medicinal and aromatic crops, nutritional design for commercial crops, and 

hydroponic farm management. It also provides a common platform for interaction and 

knowledge sharing among professionals, scientists, researchers, academicians, policy makers, 

innovative farmers, as well as professional entrepreneurs.  Introduction of Speaker was given 

by Dr. Khushboo Chandra. The distinguished guest speaker Prof. S.M. Bhatt, CEO, Punjab 

Hydroponics, discussed the introduction and significance of hydroponics in the current 

environment, different types of hydroponics, media types used in hydroponics, crop selection 

under hydroponics (fruit, medicinal, aromatic plants, and vegetables), indoor farming practices, 

and understanding control of pH, ECE, and TDS, as well as a demonstration of a grow tower 

and an NFT H-shaped working model. 

 Due to the current water crisis, hydroponics is a means for plants to avoid being 

dependent on soil. This method was first created to investigate the minerals needed for plants 

to flourish. Hydroponics experiments were once used to calculate the amounts of each element 

needed for plant development and to evaluate each element's impact on plant growth. For the 

majority of plants, the requirements for macro elements and microelements were established. 

It was also evaluated to see if hydroponic farming methods had any yield advantages over 

conventional farming methods. 



Today, hydroponics is a popular method of producing vegetables and other food plants in 

scenarios like dry environments, space programmes, and regions where traditional farming is 

not viable. It is employed from home gardeners to space scientists. The main benefit is the 

manpower savings from automated watering and fertigation. The vote of thanks was proposed 

by Dr. Pooja Pant. 
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